ROUMAINS ET POLONAIS: INTERFERENCES ET RELATIONS HISTORIQUES

WHEN DID IEREMIA MOVILA ACQUIRE USCIE ESTATE?

TATIANA COJOCARU

An interesting aspect in the correspondence between Ieremia Movila and
Chancellor Jan Zamoyski is the preoccupation of the Moldavian prince with the
acquisition of property in Poland, especially of an estate which could serve as a place
of refuge. As a Polish indigene and a citizen of the Polish Republic, leremia Movila
was under the obligation of possessing landed property'. The estate had to be in
close vicinity of the border with Moldavia and able to produce a revenue.

Ieremia Movila had become aware of the importance of having such an estate
during his first exile to Poland in 1581-1582. In 1581 the Movila brothers, partisans of
Prince Peter the Lame, fled to Poland after having opposed Prince lancu Sasul. To
soothe suspicion, leremia, Simion, George, Bishop of Radauti, their brother-in-law
Isac Balica, Metropolitan Teofan, and Teodor Barnovschi, the future metropolitan
who would succeed George Movila, left for Poland under the pretext of attending
the dedication ceremony for their monastery of Sucevita®. It is then that they may
have contacted Jan Zamoyski, knowing that the Poles intervened with the Porte for
Peter the Lame to be re-enthroned in Moldavia. Quite certain is the fact that in
1582, when Peter the Lame, assisted by the Poles, began his third reign, the refugees
repaired to Moldavia. There is no information about where they actually lived in
the meantime, but it is not unlikely that they should have waited in Camenita for a
right time to return in Moldavia.

The following flee of the leremia Movila’s family was a result of Peter the
Lame’s external policy. The Prince had secret relations with Poland and the Holy
Empire; moreover, he refused to pay the tribute to the Porte. After his deposition,
instead of heading for Istanbul, as it was customary, he went into exile together
with his partisans, the Movila brothers and the family of Luca Stroici. The deposed
prince and Metropolitan George Movila chose to take refuge in the Holy Empire
and place themselves under the protection of Emperor Rudolph II’. The other boyars
settled in Podhajce and in the surrounding area. The members of the Movila’s
family were accommodated at UsScie, the estate belonging to Prince Jan Simeon
Olelkowicz of Stuck. According to a letter by Maria Movila of 1591, the estate was
to be handed over to a certain Polish nobleman Kurzanski. Therefore, Maria Movila

' Z. Widowiszewski, Regesty przywilejéw indygenatu w Polsce 1519-1793, in “Materialy do
biografii, genealogii i heraldyki polskiej,” Paris, 1971, p. 12.

% Joan V. Durd, Figuri de ierarhi moldoveni: Mitropolitul Gheorghe Movild, BOR, LXXXIX, 1,
p. 193-194.

3 Ibidem, p. 195.

Rev. Roum. d’Hist., LII, /-4, p. 15-19, Bucarest, 2013



16 Tatiana Cojocaru 2

was asking the Prince to assign to her another place of refuge’. The letter was sent
by the end of 1591, and a year later, in 1592, Jan Simeon Olelkowicz died without
an heir. The Movila family continued to live at Uscie for a while, moved to Khotin
afterwards, and in the summer of 1595 returned to Moldavia.

In 1593 Ieremia Movild and his brothers became Polish indigenes’, which
authorized them to buy landed property, rent it for life, and even receive it as a
donation. According to the correspondence between leremia Movild and Jan
Zamoyski, the Moldavian prince was quite eager to find in Poland an estate which
would answer the needs of his family in exile. It appears that Uscie was his first
option, but with the situation of the estate being unclear at the time, leremia Movila
had to look elsewhere and eventually set his eyes on Ztoczow.

Zloczow estate had the residence in the town of Ztoczow, lying on the Ztoczowka,
a river flowing into the Boug. Ztoczéw was an important commercial center with
many Jewish and Armenian tradesmen. On 10 January 1598 Ieremia Movild wrote to
his protector Jan Zamoyski to inform him that he had reached an agreement with the
representative of the magnate Czarnkowski (Stanistaw Sedziwoj Czarnkowski) to buy
Zloczow, and to ask the chancellor for exact information on the transaction’.
According from the sources of the time, Ztoczéw was indeed for sale and the owner
was Stanistaw Sedziwoj Czarnkowski’, but there were two other potential buyers in
addition to Ieremia Movila, namely Aleksander Zborowski® and Marek Sobieski’.

Both Stanistaw Sedziwoj Czarnkowski and Aleksander Zborowski had been
fierce enemies of the chancellor from the time when Zamoyski was in the service
of Stefan Bathory. As a matter of fact, there was nothing more unfortunate in the
career of Zamoyski than the murder of Samuel Zborowski, Aleksander Zborowski’s
father. The episode is well known. Samuel and his brothers were the leaders of one
of the most powerful and bellicose pro-Maximilian parties.

Samuel Zborowski never stopped waving plots against King Stefan Bathory.
In 1574, during the Sejm for the coronation of Henri of Valois, he murdered the
castellan of Przemyst, Andrzej Wapowski. He received the death penalty but the
sentence could not be carried out since it had no precedent. Therefore, he was sent
into exile in Transylvania, at the court of Stephen Bathory, where he only spent a
year, after which he travelled into the Cossack steppes, made an alliance with the
Cossacks, and attacked the Tatars, creating much inconvenience to Poland in her
relations with the Porte. In 1584 he repaired to Poland and made an attempt to
occupy Cracow with his army and deposed the King Stefan Bathory. At this point,
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Jan Zamoyski made on his own the decision to have Samuel Zborowski liquidated.
It is only in 1589 that the General Sejm ruled out that Zborowski’s execution had
been legal’. In reality, a part of Polish nobility could not forget Zborowski’s unhappy
end, including Stanistaw Sedziwoj Czarnkowski, the lord of the Ztoczow estate.
During the confrontations between the pro-Maximilian, Orthodox and Royalist
political parties with Jan Zamoyski’s faction, Zborowski’s case was very often
employed as a weapon against the chancellor.

Indeed, the chancellor’s enemies employed Aleksander’s case against him all
along his life. They did so during the transaction with the Ztoczéw estate as well.
Aleksander Zborowski and Hieronim Jaztowiecki'' attacked Marek Sobieski (a friend
and collaborator of the chancellor’s) in order to determine him to give up the idea
of buying Ztoczow.

It remains unknown what leremia Movild wrote to Czarnkowski or what
Zamoyski answered leremia Movila, but one may figure that he advised him to
forget about the estate. Moreover, his good friend Marek Sobieski coveted the
estate himself. Eventually, Ztoczoéw was bought in 1598 by the Voivode of Lublin
Marek Sobieski, grandfather of the future King Jan Sobieski'?.

Resuming considerations on Uscie (Ujscie Horozane or R6zane), my hypothesis
I shall demonstrate is that Uscie was not purchased from Jan Simeon of Shick or
from Jan Ostrordg. Moreover, it was not purchased before 1595. Before 1593, not
being a citizen of the Polish Republic, leremia was not authorized to purchase
landed property, and could only acquire the right to use one of the Royal estates.
To clear things up, a review of the history of Uscie is required.

The first owners of Uscie belonged to the aristocratic family of Kota who
received numerous estates in the time of king Wtadystaw Jagielto. During the
lustration of the estates of Red Russia of 1469 Uscie is mentioned alongside other
estates belonging to the Kotas.

Aristocratic families whose members married into the Kotas — Mielecki,
Sieniawski, Kmita, Odrowaz — also came into the wealth of the family. By the
marriage of Jan Mielecki to Anna Kolowna Dalejowna, the Mieleckis acquired part
of the Kotas’ estates, including Dalejow and Uscie. Mikolaj Mielecki'?, was their son,
latter Voivode of Podolia and hetman of the Crown, who had preceded Jan Zamoyski
in this latter office. Mikotaj Mielecki was the messenger of Sigismund August
to Hungary and to Transylvania and, in 1572 contributed in Moldavia to the
re-enthronement of Bogdan IV. In 1580, Mikotaj Mielecki wrote from his estate of
Uscie to the municipal counsellor of Lwow about some debts contracted by the
departed Moldavian prince Petru Cazacul and guarranteed by him'*. He had two
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daughters, Sofia and Kataryzna. Kataryzna Mielecka was married to Jan Ostrorog'
who in 1588-1600 had been cup-bearer of the Crown. Sofia Mielecka married Prince
Jan Simeon Olelkowicz of Shuck. As already mentioned, in 1591 Jan Simeon
Olelkowicz had received at Uscie, on the estate acquired through his marriage to
Sofia Milelecka, the family of the Moldavian Prince. In 1592 Jan Simeon Olelkowicz
of Stuck died without posterity. After 1592, Sofia Mielecka Olelkowicz, his widow,
married Jan Carol Chodkiewicz, Hertman of Lithuania.

How and when Uscie passed from Sofia Olelkowicz to the her sister remains
unknown. One can assume that Sofia Mielecka did not wish to divide the landed
property of the family, and that, after the marriage to Chodkiewicz, she may have
renounced the Ukrainian possessions. In any case, the latter were too far away from
her new home in Lithuania, exposed to the clashes among the Poles, the Tatars and
the Cossacks, and difficult to protect.

On 17 July 1598 Ieremia Movila wrote to Chancellor Zamoyski that he had
reached an agreement to buy Uscie from the cup-bearer of the Crown (in 1598 Jan
Ostrorog filled this position) and asked the Chancellor to recommend him to the
field hetman (Stanislaw Zo6lkiewski) so that the transaction might be completed as
soon as possible. As the cup-bearer of the Crown had set no dead limit, Ieremia
proposed that the transaction should be perfected until the feast of St. Bartholomew,
more exactly until 24 August'®.

Even in October 1598 the situation of Uscie was yet unclear. On 27 October
1598, Luca Stroici wrote to Jan Zamoyski to apologize for not having visited him,
despite being in Uscie, in the neighborhood of the chancellor’s residence.
Difficulties deriving from the issue of the ownership of Uscie had prevented him
from doing so.

On 20 October Ieremia Movila wrote to Jan Zamoyski that the cup-bearer
spouse Kataryzna Mielecka, deceased at the time, had given Uscie to Constantin
Movila. Being under age, Constantin needed a guardian for his ownership to be
recorded at Liov court. Zamoyski was invited alongside other citizens of the Crown,
such as Simion Movilad, George Movila, Luca Stroici, and Andrzej Siemienski, to
become Constantin’s guardian. Ieremia Movild, pointed out that on St. Michael’s
day it would be a year since the estate had been acquired'’. As a conclusion, in the
absence of Kataryzna Mielecka’s document by which the situation of the estate of
Uscie was being settled, one may conclude that Constantin Movild acquired Uscie
around 8 November 1598.

Another document which fits into this chronological reconstruction is the
donation deed of 11 January 1599 by which the Polish nobelman Jan Mielecki of
Mielec, a relative of Kataryzna Mielecka Ostrorogéwna, donated to Constantin
Movila, together with the right of legacy, the villages Dothe [Dolhe], Rozniow
[Roczniéw] and Kubala, villages belonging to the estate Uscie'®.
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During the year 1599 Ieremia Movila tried to expand his possessions in Poland.
He turned his eyes to a highly profitable estate, Pieskowa Skata, not far from Cracow.
In fact, his interest in Pieskowa Skala was aroused by Zamoyski. According the
letter written by Zamoyski to the Moldavian prince before 24 May 1599, the town
was surrounded by a wall and all around it there were rich villages. Zamoyski advised
Ieremia Movild to buy this property which also held customs rights and produced
good revenue, which could cover the purchase price in a very short while. Should
Ieremia be unhappy with the transaction, Zamoyski pledged to re-purchase the
estate and return the money to him in four years’ time. Zamoyski’s advice was that
the prince should buy with no delay. It remains unknown why the acquisition was
never made, but one may suspect as a reason, the fact that Pieskowa Skata was too
far from the Polish-Moldavian border to meet the requirements of a refuge place.
Later Ieremia Movild bought from Konstanty Korniact of Bialobok®™, Szczerzec
together with the village that belonged, Nikonkowic®'.

In May 1600, when Michael the Brave’s troops marched into Moldavia,
Ieremia Movila with his family and his followers were once again forced to flee the
country. They took refuge in eastern part of the Polish Commenwealth again. Most
of the time Ieremia Movild and a most of the refugees spent in the camp of Khotin,?
whereas the family, the metropolitan and part of the hierarchs® would be first
housed in Kamieniec Podolski, and afterwards in Alexander Koniecpolski’s castle
of Kadyjowice®. Next time when Ieremia is reported in Uséie is 24 August 16007,

Thus, Ieremia Movila acquired for his son Constantin an area of refuge which
consisted of the estate of Uscie®. During these few pages we have shown that a
part of Uscie was acquired for Constantin from Katarzyna Mielecka around
November 8, 1598, and another part Constantin received as a donation from Jan
Mielecki on 11 January 1599. Uscie history was tumultuous. Later, during the first half
of the seventeenth century, husbands of the daughters of Ieremia divided Uscie among
themselves. Moreover, after the death of Ieremia, struggles for the Moldavian throne
between the reprezentatives of leremia’s family and Simion’ s family moved to Us¢ie.
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