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The purpose of our research is to trace back an impressive case of five 
century family continuity in Balkans, during a long period of troubles and all kind 
of ordeals.    

The Spandounes-Spandonidis family has its origins, at the same time, in 
Byzantine world and in Venice. One of the most important branches is the 
descendent of the stratiotes, members of the Greek immigration in Lagoons’ 
Republic, coming in Venice after the conquest of Constantinople, by the Turks, in 
1453. The etymology of this word is Greek, meaning soldier. All of them combated 
in light chivalry and proved a lot of courage in the battles with the Ottoman army1.     

THE 15TH–16TH CENTURIES 

The first mention of the name Spandonidis is found in the 13-th century, 
when an Armenian author speaks about a monastery, situated in Palestine, called 
the “Spandonidis monastery” 2. Till the 15-th century, the family is not mentioned 
anymore, but since then the Spandounes-Spandonidis family became well known 
indeed. In 1452–1453 Theodore Spandounes “of Constantinople” was attested, 
settled in Modon, in 1455 Andronicus Spandounis, alias Trichas, was mentioned in 
the service of Luigi Gonzaga, marquis of Mantua, and his son, Manuel, was present 
in one document from 14893.  

Last, but not least, should be mentioned the name of Matteo Spandounis who, 
settled down in Venice in the second half of the 15-th century and deceased in 
Greece, in 1511. He is very important for our research, being the father of the 
chronicler Theodore Spandounes, called Spandugino, in Italian version of his 
name. But Theodore was not the one who gave to his name an Italian transcription. 

 
1 Donald Mac Gillivray Nicol, Byzantium and Venice. A study in diplomatic and cultural 

relations, Cambridge University Press, 1988, p. 417. 
2 Constantin Sathas, Documents inédits relatifs à l’histoire de la Grèce au Moyen Age, Paris 

1890, vol. IX, p. XXX-XXXI. 
3 Philelphi Epistolae, Venise, 1502, lib.XII, f. 90 verso. 

Rev. Roum. d’Hist., XLIX, 1–2, p. 15–26, Bucarest, 2010 
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For first time, his relative Demetrius, also settled in Venice, in 1486, changed his 
family name. The name had even more Italian versions: Spandolino, Spandugino, 
Spandugnino, Spandoleus or Spandouyn. Demetrius had a son, Sebastiano, who 
was called in that time nobil huomo. He lived also in Venice till 1504, and he is 
afterwards mentioned in Pesara, in the Prince Giovanni Sforza’s diplomatic service.  

Among all these characters there is a connection. Theodor Spandounes from 
Constantinople might be the father of Matteo, who baptized his son after his grand 
father, whose name was Theodore. For sure Andronic, Demetrius and Matteo were 
related, maybe cousins, because the famous Venetian chronicler, Marino Sanuto, 
said that all of them were related with the well known jurist, Thomas Diplovaticis4. 
In the same time Theodor Spandugino mentioned, according with the family 
tradition that the Paleolog famous renegade, Mesih Pasha, one of the admirals of 
Mehmed II, was the brother of his maternal grandmother.        

In the 16-th century, the branches of the Spandounes family form Venice, are 
settled down back in Constantinople, later in Macedonia, and at the end in 
Romania, with the name Spandonide. 

This branch is settled in Romania in the nineteenth century and came from 
Macedonia, namely from Melenik. The town belongs today to Bulgaria, lying 16 
km away from the Greek border and 120 km away to Thessaloniki. 

The first mentions about Melenik (Melenikos) are about the Byzantine 
emperor Nikeforos I (803–813), whose goal was to establish watch garrisons 
fortresses which, in Balkans, since the seventh century, were situated in territories 
contiguous with those of the Slavs. In 904 Melenik was conquered by the 
Bulgarian tsar, Samoil (893–927), and the fortress remained, until 1014, one of the 
border fortresses of the Bulgarian Empire. In 1014 Vasilij II defeated the Bulgars at 
Kleidon and Melenik became again a Byzantine garrison. In the period 1200–1204 
we can talk about Melenik as about a real town. Byzantine chroniclers consider that 
the origin of the new settlement’s colonists was from Filipopoli (nowadays Plovidv)5.    
 In the next century, Melenik was taken in possession, from time to time, by 
the Byzantines and the Bulgarians. In 1204, during the Fourth Crusade, the new 
lords of the Constantinople offered the title of despot and the Melenik region to a 
relative of the tsar Assan, named by the chronicler Ephraim “Sthlavos the Bulgar”6. 
This one established the core of a quasi independent region, which balanced 
between the alliances with the Latins from the Constantinople and the tsar Assan. 
In 1230 Ioannes Assan II occupied Melenik, which remained in Bulgarian 
possession till 1246, when the emperor Ioannis Vatatis began the restoration of the 
Byzantine Empire, conquered at first the territories of East Macedonia. The 
 

4 Marino Sanuto, Diarii, VIII, Venice, 1886, p. 126. 
5 Πετρωυ Σπανδωνιδο, Μελενικος, Θεσσαλονικη, 1930, p. 18–19. 
6 Ephraim, Akropolitis, I, 42, p. 327, apud, Petrou Spandonidou, op. cit., p. 19. 
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spokesman of the town notabilities, Nikolaos Magalavitis, surrendered Melenik 
without a fight. He said that all the inhabitants were Greeks and that they hoped to 
have a better chance with Greek leader7.  
 For the people of Melenik hardships went on after Stefan Dusan I (1331–
1355), the Serbian despot, conquered the town, in 1350. After Stefan Dusan’s 
death, Ivan Uglieša took possession of the entire region, between Melenik, Serres 
and Nevrokopi, founding an independent state, which did not last for a long time. 
The new foundation fell down under a new power’s attacks, namely the Ottoman 
Empire. This one aimed to isolate systematically Constantinople, conquering the 
Balkans, in concentric circles, from the edge to the heart of the former flourishing 
empire. In 1371 Uglieša died in the battle of Evros8, but the independent state 
lasted two more years, until the Ottomans took over the administration of East 
Macedonia. For the moment, the winner of these events was Manuil, the despot of 
Thessaloniki, which occupied Serres and Melenik, attempting to restore, in the 
region, the Greek-Byzantine domination9. This tentative failed in 1373, when the 
province was, after all, conquered and organized by the Ottoman Empire.  

In 1430 Thessaloniki was occupied by the Turks10. Since then and untill the 
eighteenth-nineteenth centuries, the Greek and Slav populations living in the area 
were forced to find a modus vivendi with the new rulers11. The interethnic tension 
and disputes among the Greeks, the Bulgarians and the Serbs were rekindled in the 
nineteenth century, and they led to major changes in the destiny of the inhabitants 
of Melenik, including the Spandounes-Spandonidis family.            

The first member of the family, Lukas Spandounes, was mentioned in the 
area of Thessaloniki in 1481. Spandounes was a rich merchant, who spent most of 
his life in Thessaloniki and became a most prominent character there, such as his 
funerary monument and related epitaph of 1481 indicate. The inscription glorifying 
the lamented was commissioned by Lukas Spandounes' wife, upon the death of her 
 

7 Ibidem, p. 80–83. 
8 C. Jiricek, Geschichte der Serben,, Gotha, 1911, p. 439–440.  
9 P. Papageorgiou, Serres, in „Bizantinische Zeitschrift”, 1894, p. 316. 
10Thessaloniki was long a fascinating crossroads metropolis of different religions and 

ethnicities, where Egyptian merchants, Spanish Jews, Orthodox Greeks, Sufi dervishes, and Albanian 
brigands all rubbed shoulders. Tensions sometimes flared, but tolerance largely prevailed until the 
twentieth century, which brought the two World Wars, and the sensible ethnic problems. For the 
history of the city’s inhabitants, through plague, invasion, famine, and the disasters see Mark 
Mazower, Salonica, city of ghosts: Christians, Muslims and Jews, 1430–1950, London, 2006. 

11 For the general context of the conquest of Balkans see: Ferdinand Schevill, The history of 
the Balkan Peninsula; from the earliest times to the present day, New York, 1971, Halil Inalcik, 
Donald Quataert, An economic and social history of the Ottoman Empire, Cambridge, New York, 
1997, Halil Inalcik, Ottoman Empire. Classical Age, 1300–1600, New York, 1989 (Romanian edition, 
Bucureşti, 1996), Aurel Decei, Istoria Imperiului otoman până în 1656 (The history of Ottoman 
Empire till 1656), Bucureşti, 1978. 
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husband12. Moreover, as no children are mentioned, one may deduce that no sons 
survived him13 . 

The high position held by Lukas Spandounes in Thessaloniki is further 
confirmed by the dimensions and position of his tombstone, decorated with a bas-
relief and lodged into the north wall of St. Demetrius Church. The Greek merchant 
had been not only very rich in his lifetime, but very influential as well, which 
would explain the marble tomb made for him, which was a replica of the funerary 
monument commissioned by Dodge Pietro Mocenigo.  Such monuments are 
known to have been unique. Thus, a considerable amount of money must have 
been spent on this replica that we can still find in its original place, having survived 
the fire of 1917 that greatly damaged the church.  

Unfortunately, the long epitaph says little about this prominent member of 
the Spandounes family. Chronicler Theodor Spandugino (Spandounes), the author 
of a first book on the Ottoman Empire in Italian, written with a keen insight into 
political realities occurred immediately after the fall of Constantinople (I comentarii di 
Theodoro Spandugino or Discorso di Teodoro Spandugino Cantacusino Gentil’homo 
Constantinopleitano Dall’origine de’ principi Turchi14), does not mention Lukas 
among his relatives.  

The reason may be simple: the two branches were unrelated. However, the 
Greek historian Constantin Sathas believes quite differently, and so do I. Based on 
the research made by Sathas on the beginnings of the stratiotes15, it would be in 
fact one family with several branches, with its origins in the Isle of Loridoriki, also 
called Spandonisi in the old times (and additionally, Tridonia or Trisonia, by 
chronicler Spandugino). This family had become considerably influential in 
Constantinople in the early fifteenth century, which explains their emigration after 
the fall of the Byzantine capital. Their chosen destination, like that of most of the 
Greek refugees, was Italy, and especially Venice, a maritime power with a close 
involvement in the policy of the Byzantine Empire16.   

Tracing back to Spandounes family, it is obvious that the most important 
bound was with the imperial family Kantacuzenos. Matteo Spandounes was 
wedded to Evdokia Kantacuzenos and both played a prominent role in the life of 
 

12 Γεωργιου Α. Σωτηριυ, Η Βασιλικη του Αγιου ∆ηµιτριου  Θεσσαλονικης, Αθηναις, 1952, p. 27.   
13 Ibidem, p. 228. The inscription can still be seen on the north wall of the pronaos of  

St. Demetrius Church of Thessaloniki. It was transcribed and published by Georgiou Sotiriou.   
14 Florence, 1551, see also the French edition Petit traité de l’origine de Turcqs, Paris, 1896 

and the last English edition Theodor Spandounes, On the origin of the Ottoman Emperors, translated 
and edited by Donald Mc. Nicol, Cambridge University Press, 1997. 

15 For stratiotes see also Maria Francesca Tiepolo, Eugenio Tonetti, I greci a Venezia, 
Venezia, 2002. 

16 For the relations between Venice and Byzantine Empire, see Elizahu Ashtor, Levant trade in 
the Late Middle Ages, Princeton, 1981, Idem, Studies on the Levantine trade in the Middle Ages, 
London, 1978,  Ovidiu Cristea, Veneţia şi Marea Neagră în secolele XIII–XIV  (Venice and the Black 
See in 13th–14th centuries), Brăila, 2004.  
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the Greek community of Venice. Matteo and Evdokia are the parents of chronicler 
Theodore Spandugino.   

The relationship with the Kantacuzenos family descends directly to the 
emperor Ioannes VI, through Georghios Kantacuzenos and his daughter or grand 
daughter, Evdochia, the mother of Theodore Spandugino. Evdochia married Matteo 
Spandounes, in 1456 and, probably Theodore was born before 1460.  

Evdokia was close companion of Anna Notaras, the famous admiral Lucas’ 
daughter. This one was Gheorghios’ cousin and Evdochia’s aunt17. In these 
circumstances Evdochia and her family immigrated to Venice. 

The role of Anna Notaras and Evdokia Spandounes-Kantacuzenos to the 
reinforcement of the Greek colony from Venice, after 1453, was very important. 
On 8 June the Senate accorded to the both ladies the right to build an orthodox 
chapel in their own house. On 28 July 1479 this privilege was extended to the all 
Greek community, and in 1511 the first Orthodox Church from Venice, San 
Georgio, was built18.   

It would be interesting to note that one way or another, notwithstanding its 
many tribulations, the Spandounes family appears to have been in constant 
relations with Macedonia. According to family accounts, young Theodor, after the 
death of his mother Evdokia, was raised by his aunts Mara and Katharina. The first 
one was a notable character at the time. Mara was the daughter of the Serbian 
despot Djuradj (George) Brancovici (1427–1456), from his first marriage. She was 
raised by the second despot’s wife, Irina Kantacuzenos19, and she had very good 
relations with her step sister Katharina. In the same time, Irina was Georgios 
Kantacuzenos’ sister20.  

Mara was betrothed to Sultan Murad II, the father of the future Sultan 
Mehmet II (Conqueror of Constantinople). Once a widow, Mara was given by the 
young sultan the village of Exova (Jezevo), on the Struma, where she would spend 
all the rest of her life. The great Sultan Mehmet II had special regards for Mara, 
even though the latter had preserved her Christian faith. This explains the gift he 
made her in 1459, of the village of Jezevo (Macedonia). This estate lay not far 
away from the town of Serres. The generosity of the sultan also included a small 
enclave of Christians living in Jezevo. In this village Mara spend his last years, in 
her sister’s, Katheriana, company, until her death in 1487. At her turn, Katharina 
married Hungarian noble, Ulrich of Cilly, but, since 1456, she was a widow. In 
1469 she settled down with her sister, Mara in Jezevo21. The chronicler Spandugino, 
 

17 Donald Mac Giliyray Nicol, The byzantine family of Kantakouzenos (Cantacuzenus) cca 
1100–1460. A genealogical and Prossopographical study, Washington, 1968, p. 298   

18 C. Sathas, op.cit, p. XXIX–XXX. 
19 Donald Mc…Nicol, op.cit, 298–299. 
20 Ibidem, p. 299. 
21 Radu Păun, “Quelques notes sur le début des rapports entre la Valachie et la monastère de 

Chilandar au Mont Athos” in Revue des études sud-est européennes, nr. 1–4/2008, p. 153.    
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as a young man, spent a lot of time in his aunts’ company, in Macedonia. He 
learned Turkish, from Mara, and this was a very important step for his further 
career. More, in 1472, Katharina sent him in Venice with a commercial mission22. 
All these facts  could explain why, to begin with the sixteenth century, the 
Spandounes family would periodically return from Constantinople to Macedonia, 
in an area lying in the north of the province and delimited by Darma, Serres and 
Thessaloniki, with a maximal extension to the north up to Melenik, at the end of 
the eighteenth century23.   

What it is known for certain is that neither chronicler Theodore Spandugino 
nor the rich merchant Lukas Spandounes left any sons or daughters. The posterity 
of the Spandounes-Kantacuzenos family was ensured by Manuel Spandounes, the 
son of Alexandros Spandounes, Theodore's brother. Alexandros came to a sudden 
end in Constantinople in 1503, his death occurring concomitantly with the 
bankruptcy of the family business of the Spandounes. Theodore went to Venice, in 
an attempt to repair the financial situation of the family, and one may assume that 
he also provided for his nephew, who at the time was underage. In 1513, Manuel 
was again in Constantinople, having gathered a new fortune and become a most 
influential character24. Theodore, whom we found in Rome in 1516, among the 
intimates of Pope Leon X, would also have a share in this fortune25.  

Constantin Sathas26 believes that Manuel was the founder of the Spandounes 
family of Greece, from the sixteenth century and until nowadays.   

THE 17TH–18TH CENTURIES 

At least one of the branches of the Spandounes-Kantacuzenos family 
continued the live in the new capital of the Ottoman Empire27. Hatred against the 
conquerors desisted, with personal interests prevailing, and the family business 
prospered in the years to come, the family's members acquiring important positions 
in the local Christian Orthodox community. Some embraced an ecclesiastic career. 
In 1691, a direct descendant of Manuel's was a higher official of the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople, and in 1788 another Spandounis was the secretary of Patriarch 
Procopius. In 1684, Scarlatache Spandonidis was a professor of philosophy at the 

 
22 Donald Mc. Nicol, Introduction to Theodor Spandounes, On the origin … 
23 Ibidem. 
24 Marino Sanuto, Diarii, vol. XVII, Venice, 1886, p. 66 
25 Gianluca Massi, “Stefano il Grade e la Moldavia nei Commentari di Andrea Cambini e 

Theodoro Spandugino Cantacuzeno” in Annuario Instituto Romeno di cultura e ricerca umanistica, 
nr. 6/7, 2004–2005, p.111–112.  

26 Constantin Sathas, op.cit, vol. IX, pp. XXX–XXXI. 
27 See also J.M. Kantacuzenos, O mie de ani în Balcani: o cronică a Cantacuzinilor în 

vâltoarea secolelor  (One Thousand Years in Balkans, a Cantacuzen’s chronicle through turmoil of 
the centuries), Bucureşti, 1996, p. 104–109. 
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Academy of Constantinople28. This latter character is quite important, as he is 
closely linked to the future destiny of the Spandonide family in the Romanian 
space. He is mentioned in the documents of the Greek company of Braşov, in the 
last years of the seventeenth century, as "the learned”. One may assume that his 
activities in the company were not exclusively commercial, and that his excellent 
education was a prime asset. For this reason, historian Olga Cicanci believes that 
the character is one and the same with the personal tutor of the children of the 
ruling prince of Moldavia Constantin Duca, who spent some time in Iaşi, together 
with John Comnenus. The latter had first visited the Wallachian Court of 
Constantin Brâncoveanu, being a close friend of stolnic Constantin Kantacuzenos's, 
with whom he kept a permanent cultural exchange29. His position was that of 
personal physician, but his educational background was far more complex 
(theology, philosophy, grammar, and medicine) and recommended him for the 
position of tutor at the court of Constantin Brâncoveanu's son-in-law, Gheorghe 
Duca, Prince of Moldavia (1678–1683). He was assisted in the education of the 
princely son by Scarlatache Spandonidis dikaiophylax, a future rhetorician and 
chartophylax of the Patriarchate of Constantinople and professor at the Academy 
of the Phanar30. Constantin Sathas believes that this Scarlatache was a direct 
descendant of Manuel Spandonidis (Spandounis), being the son of chronicler 
Theodor Spandugino's brother. He was the first to have direct contacts with the 
Romanian space. He must have been in Iaşi in 1683, until the month of December, 
when the Moldavian prince was deposed. He spent several years in Braşov, where 
there was a Greek Diaspora gathered around a trading company whose privileges 
and regulations date to the second half of the seventeenth century31. Here, 
Scarlatache continued his tutoring, while also being the secretary of the trading 
company32 until 1691 at the most, when he became the chartophylax of the 
Patriarchate of Constantinople. The education and knowledge of Professor 
Spandonidis were commended by his peer, John Comnenus, as one may see in their 
correspondence; unfortunately, the related letter bears no date33. In 1716, the same 
Scarlatache was a professor at the new school of the Phanar34. In this quality, he 
 

28 Olga Cicanci, Companiile greceşti din Transilvania şi comerţul european între anii 1636–1746 
(Greek Companies in Transylvania and European Trade in 1636–1746), Bucureşti, 1981, p. 168.  

29 Aristotle Karathanassis, “Des Grecs à la cour de Constantin Brâncoveanu, voévod de 
Valachie (1688–1714), in Balkan Studies, Thessaloniki, no 1, 1975, p. 64–65. 

30 Olga Cicanci, Paul Cernovodeanu, “Contribution à la connaissance de la biographie et de 
l’œuvre de Jean Comnène (1658–1719)”  in  Balkan Studies, Thessaloniki, no. 1, p. 144–145. 

31 Cornelia Papacostea Danielopolu, “La compagnie grecque de Braşov. La lutte pour la 
conservation de privileges (1777–1850)”, in  Revue des Etudes Sud-Est Européennes, t. XII,  
nr. 1/1974, p. 59–60. 

32 Athanasios Karathasis, Elenismul în Transilvania (Hellenism in Transylvania), Bucureşti, 
2003, p. 143. 

33 Olga Cicanci, Paul Cernovodeanu , op. cit., p. 181. 
34 Eudoxiu Hurmuzachi, Documente privitoare la istoria Românilor (Documents Concerning 

the History of the Romanians), vol. 14/2, pp. 774–775 in Nicolae Iorga, Istoria învăţământului 
românesc, Bucureşti, ed. Casa Şcoalelor, 1935. 
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used to write to the illustrious Patriarch Hrisant Nottara. Whereas Scarlatache was 
a scholar continuing the cultural tradition of the family, another contemporary 
member of the family, Anghelache Spandonidis, is attested in Braşov in 1718 and 
quoted among the most respected merchants of the trading company. He was a 
member on the Greek commission requesting from Emperor Charles VI a 
reconfirmation of the privilege granted to the company in 1678 by Prince Michael 
Apaffy. Furthermore, he is quoted among the judges of the said company, with, 
among other, the attribution to solve differences and sanction offences within the 
company.35 The two Spandonidis were most probably closely related (being 
brothers or cousins), which explains the presence of Scarlatache in Braşov after his 
sojourn in Iaşi. Additionally, they were related to the family in Constantinople, 
where Scarlatache would return after 1691. 

The last Spandonidis attested in Constantinople is Antonio, whose death in 
the capital of the Ottoman Empire was recorded in 1726. Subsequently, the family 
would relocate to Melenik, Macedonia, where a first record of Kostas Papa 
Spandonidis (Spandonis) appeared in 179036. He is the founder of the more recent 
branches of the family, with descendents still living nowadays. From this moment, 
the destiny of the Spandonidis family would be linked to the political, territorial 
and economic evolution of Melenik.  

The eighteenth century was in the Ottoman Empire a time of reforms, of 
contacts with the West, and of institutional and cultural modernization37. These 
new circumstances were turned to good account by the inhabitants of Melenik, who 
developed an active trade with Austria and France. Their main specialization was 
sericulture and the manufacturing of silk in local units. In the mid-eighteenth 
century there were a large manufacture and 6 smaller workshops, all exporting 
their goods to West European countries, including Italy. Melenik was also an 
important center for the processing of skins. The 30 existing tanneries were 
providing the necessary material for the local workshops manufacturing footwear 
which was especially sold in Istanbul38.  

THE 19TH–20TH CENTURIES 

With the development of trading relations between the Balkans and various 
European countries, some of the most successful merchants relocated to new 
fatherlands. Others opened branches abroad, but never left their place of origin. 
Such was the case of  Kostas Papa Spandonis, who was trading in silk, cotton and 
 

35 Athanasios Karathasis, op. cit., p. 33–34.  
36 Petrou Spandonidou, op. cit., p. 98. 
37 See also Donald Quataert, The Ottoman empire, 1700–1922, New York, Cambridge, 2000, 

p. 37–54; Stanford Jay Shaw, Ezel Kural Shaw, History of the Ottoman empire and modern Turkey 2. 
Reform, revolution and republic, Cambridge, 1978, p. 1–55.    

38 Petrou Spandonidou, op. cit., p. 25–26. 
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leather, and who in 1811–1815 had in Braşov a commercial representative who 
was in contact with other Greeks from Melenik, relocated to Vienna, Pesta, 
Bucharest (Tzintziras Nikolaos and Yiovitzas Margaritis), Braşov, Sibiu, 
Timişoara, Ruse, Thessaloniki, and Serres. Judging by his relations, Kostas Papa 
must have been a very successful businessman. A certain Dimitrou Spandonis, 
possibly a son of his, or maybe a brother, had already settled in Vienna, and was 
facilitating exports from Melenik. The prosperity of Melenik influenced all 
northeast Macedonia; Tzoumaya, a small Bulgarian village of fishermen became an 
important port, owing to exports from Melenik; and, Demir-Hisar, a Turkish 
village, became a genuine colony of the Greeks of Melenik.  

With prosperity came the need to ensure a good education to the children. 
Many merchants' sons became teachers in their native town which, at the beginning 
of the nineteenth century, became one of the major economic centers of the Greeks 
in the Balkans.    

Kostas Papa's son, Constantin Spandonis, was a teacher at the Greek School 
of Melenik, and he was receiving in 1850, from the local community, a salary of 
1,600 thalers a year, being assisted by Ioannis Basmatzidis. After 1855, the 
accounts of the local school make no further mention of Constantin, and one may 
assume that the latter had left the town. It may be interesting to note that there were 
no teachers in 1860–1862 at the Greek School of Melenik, and that the Council had 
made several unsuccessful approaches in this respect to Ioannina, Athens and 
Thessaloniki. Hence, one may conclude that the teacher of 1850, from one reason 
or another, was no longer available39.   

With the establishment of the Hellenic State after the Peace of Adrianople of 
1829, all the territories inhabited by the Greeks, lying outside the national borders, 
experienced a considerable effervescence. Ever more Greeks relocated to their 
motherland or to neighboring countries, where they could enjoy more political and 
economic freedom than in Ottoman territory40. Several Greek merchants and 
businessmen came to the Romanian Principalities to begin with the eighteenth 
century and throughout the nineteenth century41. The Spandonidis family took a 
similar path. Thus, a Panaiotis (Panait) Spandonidis from Melenik is recorded in 
Giurgiu in 186542, probably trading in grain.   

Upon settling in the Principalities, the family changed its name to 
Spandonide. According to the oral tradition of the family, the first Spandonide who 
settled in Wallachia was Stefan Spandonide (1828–1912), who left Melenik at the 
age of 12, together with 2 brothers and a sister.   
 

39 Ibidem. 
40 For a very useful bibliography see also Cornelia Papacostea Danielopol, “Les contacts des 

intellectuels roumains avec les hellénisme périphériques  (1818–1830)” in Revue des études sud-est 
européennes, t. X, nr. 3/1972, p. 555–557.    

41 Eadem, “La compagnie grecque de Braşov.... “, p. 63.  
42Petrou Spandonidou, op. cit., p. 27–29. 
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Constantin Spandondis, the teacher of Greek of 1850, is recorded in Mizil in 
1862, wedded to Ecaterina. He would return to Darma, Macedonia, where he 
would remarry and have the impressive number of 11 children. His younger 
brother Stefan, an adult in 1855, settled in Fierbinţi (department of Ilfov), where he 
would build a new fortune and a new destiny for the generations to come. In 1879, 
Stefan Spandonide was allowed by the local authorities to open an inn and practice 
inn-keeping, but trade remained his major activity.   

Ştefan Spandonide had 5 sons and a daughter: Constantin, Gheorghe, Panait, 
Vasile, Alexandru, and Măndica. They all received an average education locally, 
except Panait who studied in Capri, Italy, and who upon his return settled in 
Bucharest and became a highly respected merchant. Vasile was working in the 
twenties with the tax authorities in Bucharest (section 14, Calea Moşilor). 
Gheorghe and Alexandru Spandonide, who lived with their father in Fierbinţi, 
played an important role in the development of the settlement which, by the end of 
the nineteenth century, was a prosperous trading center. This branch has many 
living descendants nowadays.   

From the same trunk, namely from the descendants of Kostas Papa 
Spandonis, another branch sprang out and settled in Wallachia around 1878: the 
sons of Constantin (the teacher of Greek), namely Petros (Petrache), Spandounis, 
Vasile, Dumitru, Constantin, and Zlatku. Constantin is known to have died in 
Darma before 1916. The information is recorded in the marriage certificate of his 
son Zlatku, dated 7 July 191643. 

All 6 sons settled in Bucharest, being brought over by Petros (Petrache 
Spandonide), who was acting as their mentor. Between the eldest and the youngest 
of the 6 brothers there must have been a difference of about 30 years, which can be 
explained by the great numbers of children begot by Constantin (9 boys and 2 
girls), and by the fact that he must have wedded twice in his life, if not even three 
times. In 1862, he had wedded Ecaterina in Mizil; however, the name of his last 
wife was Theopemptye, and she must have been the mother of the last born, 
Zlatku, according to the marriage certificate. On the other hand, in 1878, his son 
Petros is mentioned among the members of the Greek community in Bucharest. 
One may assume that he was over 16, this age being consistent with the marriage 
of 1862 of his father, or that, exceptionally, at only 16, Petros was able to run his 
own business. Be it as it may, with outstanding ambition and energy, young 
Petrache (Petros) would make an impressive fortune, cultivating estates rented by 
him around Bucharest, and renting the buildings he owned himself in the area of 
the Greek Church, on Pache Protopopescu Boulevard. Thus he became a prominent 
member of the Greek community of Bucharest, and its treasurer, and helped his 
family to prosper. His brothers came to Bucharest one by one.   
 

43 All the family records are in the Spandonide descendents’ possession. 
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The troubled history of Macedonia in the last decades of the nineteenth 
century and until 1913 also records the name of the Spandonis-Spandonidis 
(Spandonide) family, who broke through the iron circle of political interests and 
interethnic conflicts, and found refuge in the region north of the Danube. The 
Danubian Principalities, and further on modern Romania, became since the 
eighteenth century a destination of choice for the Balkan population fleeing 
retaliation and seeking a favorable background for national rebirth, and for 
rebuilding lost fortunes or making new ones44.   

It was the case of Petrache Spandonidis and his brothers, established in 
Bucharest. In the last decades of the nineteenth century, Petrache became one of 
the prominent representatives of the Greek community in Bucharest. His presence 
attested in Bucharest in 1878 coincides with the outbreak of interethnic conflicts in 
Macedonia. One would assume that Petreche was rather young, since he is 
recorded graduating from the School of Agriculture of Bucharest45, and becoming 
an agronomic engineer. He employed all the acquired knowledge to make for 
himself a fortune. He rented and cultivated estates belonging to the Mavrocordats, 
and bought 20 buildings, some of them in the vicinity of the Greek Church of 
Bucharest, which he was renting in his turn. Petrache Spandonide belonged to the 
high society of the capital, lived in a palace, kept thoroughbreds, and had a hunting 
ground. His loge at the National Theater was next to the King's loge. He wedded a 
co-national, Caterina Constandinids, and had three daughters, Hella, Irina and 
Sofia. Hella (Elena) became a pianist of European reputation, whereas her sister 
Irina studied philology and became a passionate folklore specialist. Unfortunately, 
none of the sisters had children; moreover, the two younger ones were never married.   

There is extensive information about another brother, since his arrival in 
Bucharest: Spandounis Spandonidis wedded to Chrisanti Antoniadis. The young 
couple was soon blessed with a son, Petros, born in Bucharest in 1890, and a 
daughter, Theopemptye. In 1905, after several decades spent in Bucharest, and 
having amassed a considerable fortune, Spandounis and his family returned to 
Thessaloniki, Greece. It must be more than mere coincidence that his eldest brother 
and mentor Petrache was expulsed from Romania, on account of differences 
between the Greek community and the Romanian State. The problem lay in the fact 
that Sultan Abdul Hamid had officially recognized on 9 May 1905 the Romanian 
nationality in the European part of Turkey, which elicited protests from Greece and 
from the Oecumenical Patriarchy46. Anti-Romanian actions ensued in Macedonia, 
in answer to which some members of the Greek community living in Romania 
suffered aggression. On 31 July, in Giurgiu, the Greek flag was burnt, and 
eventually the two countries broke diplomatic relations47.   
 

44 Cornelia Papacostea Danielopol, “Les contacts des intellectuals…”, p. 555–556. 
45 It was established as a Higher School in 1867.  
46 Demeter Peyfuss, Die Aromunische Frage: Ihre Entwiecklung von den Ursprüngenbis zum 

Frieden von Bukarest (1913) und die Haltung Österreich-Ungarns, Wien, Köln, Graz, 1974, p. 95–105 
47 Paula Scalcău, Elenismul în România, Bucureşti, 2006, p. 163–164. 



 Ileana Căzan 12 26 

 Petrache returned in 1907, but Spandounis remained in Thessaloniki, 
especially as in 1913 this part of Macedonia was restored to Greece. His son Petros 
studied at the French high school of Thessaloniki (the only high school in town 
until 1913), and further on at the Faculty of Philosophy of Athens48, and became a 
reputed contemporary writer and philosopher49. He died in 1964. Four daughters 
resulted from his marriage to Alexandra, namely Chrisanthi (Chrisula), Elena, 
Irina, and Ninica, who nowadays have descendants in Greece and in Italy.    

Other brothers brought to Bucharest by Petrache were Dumitru, Vasile and Zlatku.  
Zlatku, the last born, was 30 years younger than his brother Petrache. He 

began studying in Athens, and after the death of his father, being then a teenager, 
he was brought to Bucharest by his brother. The family must have sought the best 
possible solution for the 17 years old boy, who wanted Romanian citizenship50. 
Moreover, Romania had not yet entered the war, but the family still feared for what 
may become of Zlatku. The ideal solution was found in the Nasta family, who were 
related to Petrache’s spouse. The bride to be, Irina, was the niece of Petrache’s 
spouse, and her considerable wealth helped making irrelevant a difference in age of 
14 years (Irina, born in 1885, was then 31 years old and the groom was only 17).  

The marriage was officiated on 7 July 1916, and on 26 July Zlatku applied 
for citizenship. The application was admitted on 23 July 1921. By then, the Zlatku-
Irina Spandonide couple already had 2 children, Sophia and Theodor (born in 
1920). Two other children would follow, Marie-Alice and Egon. 

The Spandonides of Melenik have nowadays descendants in Romania, 
Greece, Italy, Switzerland, and France. It is a very large family, whose members 
have always remembered their origins and have struggled energetically through the 
time to preserve their social and financial status. Despite all tribulations, their spirit 
has always been animated by several lasting values: an awareness of their origins 
and respect for their forefathers, dignity and competitiveness, perseverance, and 
hard work. All this helped the Spandounes-Spandonide family survive and be 
reborn from ashes, just like the phoenix.   

 

 
48 The Archive of the University of Athens, Schooling Evidence, 1911–1912, the winter 

semester. Petros Spandonidou was registered to the position 1489, with personal number 33.521. He 
paid 50 drachmas, the registration’s fee. The origin country was Macedonia. The University’s rector 
was Spiros Lambru.   

49 Ελενικο Λογοτεχνικο και ιστορικο Αρχειο. Correspondence of Petros Spandonidou with 
philosophers and writers.  

50 According to the petition no. 37 619, filed on 26 July 1916, to the Ministry of Justice, 
Department of Legal Affairs.  


